
VILLAGE OF MATTESON ZONING CODE ORDINANCE 159.05 
 

159.05 DEFINITIONS 
 
A. APPLICATION.  In the interpretation of this code the following definitions shall be observed and 

applied, except when the context clearly indicates otherwise. 
 

1. “Abandonment.”  The voluntary discontinuance of a use or occupancy, when 
accompanied by an intent not to re-establish such use or occupancy.  Any one of the 
following shall constitute prima facie evidence of intent to abandon: 

 
a. Any positive act indicating such intent; or 
b. Any conscious failure to take all necessary steps to resume the non-conforming 

use or occupancy with reasonable dispatch in the circumstances, including 
advertising of the property for sale or for lease; or 

c. In the case of a structure or of a structure and land in combination, 
discontinuance of the occupancy or non-conforming use for 12 consecutive 
months; or 

d. In the case of land only, discontinuance of the occupancy or non-conforming use 
for 90 consecutive days, or for a total of 6 months during any 1-year period; or 

e. In the case of a non-conforming structure partially destroyed by means out of 
control of the owner to an extent less than 50% of the cost of reconstruction of 
the entire structure, failure to commence reconstruction within 6 months of the 
date of partial destruction, or failure to conclude reconstruction within 2 years of 
the date reconstruction is initiated. 

 
2. “Accessory Building.”  A subordinate detached building, the use of which is incidental to 

that of the main building or to the main use of the premises. 
 
3. “Accessory Use.”  A use which is incidental to the main use of the premises. 

 
4. “Alley.”  A public way which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting 

property. 
 

5. Reserved. 
 

6. Reserved. 
 

7. “Animal Clinic or Hospital.”  A facility for the impounding, treatment, and boarding of 
animals for a period of longer than 12 hours. 

 
8. “Animal Shelter.”  A building, structure or facility operated, owned, maintained, or used 

by a duly incorporated humane society, animal welfare society or other not-for-profit 
organization whose purpose is to provide for and promote the welfare, protection and 
humane treatment of animals, including animals impounded for rabies observation. 

 
9. “Apartment.”  A room or suite of rooms used as a dwelling for 1 family, which does its 

cooking therein. 
 

10. Reserved. 
 

11. “Arcade.”  An arched or covered passageway, generally lined with retail shops. 
 



VILLAGE OF MATTESON ZONING CODE ORDINANCE 159.05 
 

12. “Area.”  Surface square footage. 
 

13. “Arena.”  A large enclosed area used for public performances containing a main floor 
suitable for the assembly of various large apparatus and construction settings for such 
performances. 

 
14. “Auditorium.”  A room, hall, or building used for public gatherings. 

 
14-A. “Auto Service Station.”  Any building or premises where the primary use on the site is 

for dispensing, sale or offering for sale at retail any automotive fuel, fossil fuels or other 
forms of energy that assist automobile movement, having pumps and storage tanks; 
which may include a convenience store (See definition 42A).  The minimum lot area for 
the Auto Service Station is .75 acres (For accessory uses see Section 159.22 (D)). 

 
15. “Basement.”  A story having part, but not more than ½, of its height below grade. 
 
16. “Bedroom.”  A private room in a residential structure planned and intended primarily for 

sleeping that is furnished with a closet, separable from other rooms by a door, and 
accessible to a bathroom without crossing another bedroom or living room. 

 
17. “Beneficial Use.”  An interest, right, or use in a tract of land or the structures thereupon. 

 
18. “Billboard.”  A sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, service or 

entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises on which 
the sign is located.  See “Sign, Off-Site.” 

 
19. “Board of Appeals.”  The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 

 
20. “Board of Trustees.”  The Board of Trustees of the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 

 
21. Reserved. 

 
22. “Buildable Area.”  The space remaining on a parcel after the minimum open-space 

requirements (maximum ground coverage, yards, and setbacks) have been met. 
 

23. “Buildable Width.”  The maximum width on a parcel which may be occupied by a 
principal structure or use after the minimum open space requirements (maximum ground 
coverage, yards, setbacks) have been met. 

 
24. “Building.”  Any structure having a roof that is designed, intended, or used for the 

support, enclosure, shelter or protection of persons, animals, property or business activity. 
 

25. Reserved. 
 

26. “Building Line.”  A line on a lot, parallel to and at the required distance from a lot line to 
provide the required yards on the lot. 

 
27. “Building Materials Sales.”  Establishment for the storage and sale of construction 

materials such as lumber, roofing products, paving products, etc. 
 

28. “Bulk.”  The three-dimensional space of a structure. 
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29. “Cafeteria.”  See “Restaurant, Class I.” 

 
30. Reserved. 

 
31. “Catering Establishment.”  Business which prepares food on premises for consumption 

on other premises. 
 

32. “Cellar.”  A story having more than ½ of its height below grade. 
 

32-A. “Changeable Copy Signs.”  A sign whose information and contents can be changed by 
manual means.  This does not include signs with moving lights or signs that display the 
time and temperature. 
 

33. “Character.”  The distinguishing feature(s) of an area.  In arriving at the determination of 
the character of an area, the following shall be a minimum of the elements to be 
considered: the composite or aggregate of the characteristics of structure, form, materials, 
and functions of the area under consideration. 

 
34. “Clerk.”  The Village Clerk of the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 

 
35. Reserved. 

 
36. “Club.”  A non-profit association of persons who are bona fide members and where 

facilities are restricted to members and their guests.  Food may be served on the club 
premises, provided that such food service is secondary and incidental to the principal use. 

 
37. “Commercial School.”  Establishment, other than pre-schools, elementary, secondary, 

and accredited colleges and universities, which offers specialized instruction (e.g., school 
of beauty culture, school of driving, etc.). 

 
38. “Common Open Space.”  Part of a parcel which is open and unobstructed except for 

natural features and permitted accessory uses and structure, and which is accessible and 
useable by all persons who occupy a principal use on that parcel. 

 
39. “Compatibility.”  The characteristics of different uses or activities that permit them to be 

located near each other in harmony and without conflict.  In arriving at the determination 
of the compatibility of a particular use or activity, the following shall be a minimum of 
elements to be considered: units per acre; floor area ratio; pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
generated; volume of goods handled; and such environmental effects as noise, vibration, 
glare, air pollution, erosion, or radiation. 

 
40. “Comprehensive Plan.”  The official Comprehensive Plan of the Village of Matteson, 

Illinois. 
 

41. “Convalescent Home.”  See “Nursing Home.” 
 

42. “Covenant.”  A private or public written agreement relating to the use of, restriction of, 
interest in, or right to real property. 
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42-A. “Convenience Store.”  Any retail establishment offering for sale prepackaged food 
products, household items, newspapers and magazines, and sandwiches and other freshly 
prepared foods, such as salads, for off-site consumption occupying a floor area of less 
than 5,000 square feet. 

 
43. “Day Care Home.”  Any private residence, which regularly provides care, supervision 

and protection of children for less than 24 hours a day, and is licensed for this activity by 
the State of Illinois.  This term does not include programs operated by public or private 
elementary school systems or programs recognized by the Illinois State Board of 
Education. 

 
44. “Density.”  The number of dwelling units per unit of land measure. 

 
45. “Development.”  The performance of any construction or earth moving activity, the 

making of a material change in the use or appearance of any structure or land, the 
division of land into 2 or more parcels, or the creation or termination of rights of access. 

 
46. “Director of Community Development.”  The administrative official appointed by the 

Village President, with the approval of a majority of the Board of Trustees, having 
responsibility for administration and enforcement of this code. 

 
47. “Discrete Pulses.”  Pulses which do not exceed one hundred (100) impulses per minute. 

 
48. “District.”  A section of the Village for which the regulations governing the use, area, 

bulk, density, and setbacks of structures and property are uniform. 
 

49. “Dog Run.”  A fenced-in area for the containment of dogs or similar animals.  For 
purposes of this code, a “Dog Run” is considered a structure. 

 
50. Reserved. 

 
51. “Duplex.”  See “Dwelling, Two-Family.” 

 
52. “Dwelling.”  A building or portion thereof, designed or used exclusively for residential 

occupancy, but not including house trailers or mobile homes, hotels, motels, boarding or 
lodging houses, tourist courts, or tourist homes. 

 
53. “Dwelling Multiple.”  A building designed for or occupied by more than 1 family, each 

family living independently of the other in separate dwelling units. 
 

54. “Dwelling Unit, Single-Family Attached.”  A dwelling unit which is joined to 1 or more 
dwelling units by 1 or more vertical common party walls and having not less than 2 
private exterior entrances. 

 
55. Reserved 

 
56. “Dwelling Unit, Single-Family Detached.”  A dwelling unit which is not attached to any 

other dwelling unit. 
 

57. “Dwelling, Two-Family.”  A detached building containing 2 dwelling units, designed for 
or occupied exclusively by 2 families living independently of each other. 
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58. “Dwelling Unit.”  One or more rooms, including permanent bathroom and kitchen 

facilities, which are arranged, designed, or used as living quarters for 1 family only. 
 

59. “Electrical Inspector.”  The Electrical Inspector for the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 
 

60. “Electrical Supplies Store.”  A business that offers quantities of electrical goods and 
services for sale. 

 
61. “Exterior Public Plaza.”  A paved and landscaped open area that is easily accessible by 

the general public. 
 

62. “Family.”  An individual or married couple and the children thereof with no more than 2 
other persons related directly to the individual or married couple by blood, marriage or 
adoption; or a group of not more than 5 unrelated persons, living together as a single 
housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit. 

 
63. “Farm.”  An area which is used for the growing (but not selling) of the usual farm 

products such as vegetables, fruit, trees, and grain, and their storage on the area, as well 
as for the raising thereon of the usual farm poultry and farm animals.  The term 
“farming” includes the operating of such an area for 1 or more of the above uses, 
including the necessary accessory uses for treating or storing the produce; provided, 
however, that the operation of any such accessory uses shall be secondary to that of the 
normal farming activities, and provided, further, that farming does not include the 
feeding of garbage or offal to swine or other animals. 

 
64. “Farm Store.”  A business that offers farm supplies and light tools for sale. 

 
65. Reserved. 

 
66. “Finding.”  A determination or conclusion based on evidence presented, submitted in 

support of a decision by an official or board empowered by this ordinance. 
 

67. “Fire Inspector.”  The Fire Inspector for the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 
 

68. “Floor Area, Non-Residential.”  The sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors 
of a structure measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls.  The “floor area” of 
a structure shall include basement (but not cellar) floor area, elevator shafts and stairwells 
at each floor, penthouse and attic space having headroom of 7 feet, 4 includes (2.24 
meters) or more, interior balconies and mezzanines, and mechanical equipment space 
(except equipment, open or enclosed, located on the roof).  It shall not include enclosed 
and open malls as expressed in square feet (square meters) measured from the center lines 
of joint partitions and the exteriors of outside walls. 

 
69. “Floor Area, Multiple Dwelling Residential.”  The sum of the gross horizontal areas of all 

floors of a dwelling unit measured from the outside of exterior walls to the center of 
interior walls, (common walls) separating dwellings, exclusive of areas in a dwelling unit 
or in a multi-family building devoted to cellars, unfinished basements, unfinished attics, 
garages, off-street parking, open or unheated porches, and all utility rooms, storage rooms 
and areas, accessory rooms, and spaces not within a dwelling unit and other areas 
common to some or all of the dwelling units within a building. 
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70. Reserved. 

 
71. “Floor Area, Single Family Residential.”  The sum of the gross horizontal area of all 

floors of a residential dwelling unit measured from the exterior faces of the exterior 
walls, exclusive of areas in cellars, unfinished basements, unfinished attics, garages, open 
or unheated porches, and accessory buildings. 

 
72. “Floor Area Ratio.”  The numerical value obtained by dividing the total floor area of all 

floors of all buildings on a lot by the area of such lot.  The ratio as designated for each 
district, when multiplied by the lot area in square feet, shall determine the maximum 
permissible “Floor Area” for the building or buildings on the lot. 

 
73. “Foot Candle.”  The illumination of all points 1 foot (0.31 meters) distant from a uniform 

point source of 1 candle power. 
 

74. “Footprint.”  The footprint of a structure is the maximum square footage of ground area 
covered by any floor, or combination of floors, when viewed from above the structure. 

 
75. “Frontage.”  All property on 1 side of a street between property lines measured along the 

line of the street. 
 

76. “Garage, Class I.”  An accessory building housing motor-driven vehicles [not more than 
1 of which may be a commercial vehicle of not more than 3 tons  (2.73 metric tons) 
capacity] which are the property of and for the private use of the occupants of the parcel 
on which the garage is located.  Class I garages are limited in size to 675 square feet 
(62.78 square meters). 

 
77. “Garage, Class II.”  Any building, or premises, used exclusively for housing of motor-

driven vehicles, other than trucks and commercial vehicles, pursuant to previous 
arrangements and not to transients, and at which motor fuels and oils are not sold and 
motor-driven vehicles are not equipped, repaired, hired or sold. 

 
78. “Garage, Class III.”  Any building or premises used for the housing, hiring, storing, 

equipping or repairing of motor-driven trucks, commercial or other vehicles owned, 
leased or operated in the conduct of or as accessory to a business or occupation. 

 
79. Reserved. 

 
80. Reserved. 

 
81. “Grade.”  The elevation established by the Matteson Village Engineer for the sidewalk at 

the center of the wall adjoining the street frontage determined most critical by the Village 
Engineer (see illustration for definition of “Story, Half”). 

 
82. “Heavy Commercial.”  Uses and equipment of a kind not generally purchased or used by 

the average resident in the usual conduct of matters pertaining to living and residence in 
the community, as contrasted with and distinguished from the general retail and service 
uses.  Heavy commercial uses are exemplified by sales and service of earth moving 
equipment, prime-source turbines and generators, industrial heating apparatus, factory-
type machine tools, etc. 
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83. “Height.”  The vertical distance measured from the grade to the highest point of a 

structure. 
 

84. “Home Occupation.”  An accessory use of a service or character customarily conducted 
within a dwelling by the residents thereof, which is clearly secondary to the use of the 
dwelling for living purposes and does not change the character thereof or have any 
exterior evidence of such secondary use, and in connection therewith there is not 
involved the keeping, sorting or maintaining of an inventory, equipment or machinery; 
there is no commodity sold upon or from the premises; no person is employed other than 
a member of the immediate family residing on the premises; no more than 3 pupils, 
clients, or customers can be present at the same time; no mechanical equipment is used 
except such as is normally used for purely domestic or household purposes and no 
commercial vehicle in connection with home occupation is stored or parked except within 
a fully enclosed and closed private garage.  The following occupations are prohibited: 

 
a. Any wholesale or retail business, unless it is conducted entirely by mail or 

telephone. 
b. Any manufacturing business. 
c. A clinic or hospital. 
d. A barbershop or beauty parlor. 
e. A stable, animal hospital, or dog kennel. 
f. A restaurant or catering service. 
g. Any activity that produces noxious matter, or employs or produces flammable 

matter. 
 

85. “Hotel.”  A building which provides a common entrance, lobby, halls, and stairways, and 
in which lodging is provided and offered to the public for compensation, and which is 
open to transient guests.  The term does not include a lodging house.  A building 
occupied or used as a more or less temporary abiding place of individuals or groups of 
individuals with or without meals, in which there are more than 5 sleeping rooms, and in 
which no provisions are made for cooking in any individual room. 

 
86. Reserved. 

 
87. “Impact Vibration.”  Vibrations occurring in discrete pulses separated by an interval of at 

least 1 minute and numbering more than 8 per 24-hour period. 
 

88. “Industry.”  Manufacturing activity. 
 

89. “Institutional Use (Institution).”  A structure occupied or an activity carried on by a non-
profit entity for public benefit. 

 
90. “Laboratory.”  A place devoted to experimental study such as testing and analyzing.  The 

manufacture of products in not included within this definition. 
 

91. “Livability Space.”  Outdoor area, excluding parking and other service areas, which can 
be utilized for outdoor living, recreation, or passive use by the residential occupants of a 
parcel and their guests.  Such area may include space on the ground level and/or on roofs, 
decks, and balconies. 
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92. “Legal Non-Conforming.”  A non-conformity which is permitted to continue because the 
established amortization period has not expired or no amortization period is required for 
continuance. 

 
93. “Lodge.”  See “Club.” 

 
94. “Lodging House.”  A building or place where lodging (but not meals) is provided for 

compensation by pre-arrangement for a definite period to 5 or more, but not exceeding 
12, individuals. 

 
95. “Lot.”  A parcel of land of at least sufficient size to meet minimum zoning requirements 

for use, coverage, and area, and to provide such yards and other open spaces as are herein 
required.  Such lot shall have frontage on an improved public street or easement for 
access duly recorded in the Office of The Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois. 

 
96. Reserved. 

 
97. “Lot Area.”  The area of a horizontal place bounded by the vertical planes through front, 

side, and rear lot lines. 
 

98. “Lot, Combined Sign.”  For purposes of a shared-use sign, a combined sing lot is that 
adjacent lot where the shared-use sign is to be located. (Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 
2011)  

 
99. “Lot, Corner.”  A lot abutting 2 or more streets at their intersection.  A lot abutting on a 

curved street or streets shall be considered a corner lot if straight lines drawn from the 
foremost point of the side lot lines to the foremost point of the lot (or an extension of the 
lot where it has been rounded by a street radius) at an interior angle of less than 135 
degrees. 

 
100. “Lot Depth.”  The mean horizontal distance between the front lot line and rear lot line.  In 

the case of a corner lot, the lot depth is the greater of the mean horizontal distances 
between the front lot lines and the respective lot line opposite such. 

 
101. “Lot, Double Frontage.”  See “Lot, Through.” 

 
102. “Lot Line.”  A line defining the outer dimensions of a lot which may be covered by the 

principal structure(s). 
 

103. “Lot, Maximum Coverage.”  The maximum area of a lot which may be covered by the 
principal structure(s). 

 
104. “Lot Line, Rear.”  That boundary of a lot which is most distant from and is, or is 

approximately, parallel to the front lot line.  If the rear lot line is less than 10 feet (3.05 
meters) in length, or if the lot forms a point at the rear, the rear lot line shall be deemed to 
be a line 10 feet (3.05 meters) in length within the lot, parallel to, and at the maximum 
distance from, the front lot line. 

 
105. “Lot, Transfer.”  For purposes of a shared-use sign, a combined sign lot is that adjacent 

lot where the individual signage is being relocated to the combined sign lot. (Ord. No.: 
4095, February 22, 2011)   
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106. “Lot, Through.”  A lot which has a pair of opposite lot lines along 2 substantially parallel 

streets. 
 
107. “Lot Width.”  The mean horizontal distance between side lot lines measured at right 

angles to the lot depth, or the horizontal distance between side lot lines measured at the 
front setback line, whichever is lesser. 

 
108. “Manufacturing.”  The assembly, fabrication, treatment, processing, rebuilding, blending, 

or molding of materials into a more finished product. 
 

109. “Manufactured Home.”  A structure transportable in one or more sections, which is at 
least 8 feet in width and 32 feet in length, which is built on a permanent chassis and 
designed to be used as a dwelling unit, with or without a permanent foundation when 
connected to the required utilities. 

 
110. “Manufactured Home Park.”  A site with required improvements and utilities for the 

long-term parking of manufactured homes which may include services and facilities for 
the residents. 

 
111. “Mezzanine.”  A low ceiling story between 2 main stories of a structure, containing no 

more than 1/3 of the floor area of either the floor directly above or below. 
 

112. “Minimum Landscaped Open Space.”  The percentage of lot area which must be 
maintained in grass or other living vegetation. 

 
113. “Motel (Motor Lodge, Motor Court).”  A structure designed or intended to provide 

temporary sleeping accommodations for transients and having off-street parking spaces. 
 

114. “Motor, Freight Terminal.”  A building or premises in which freight is received or 
dispatched by motor vehicle. 

 
115. “Net Site Area.”  The gross area of a site, minus street rights-of-way and other land 

dedicated to a public agency for ownership or maintenance. 
 

116. “Nonresidential Buildings.”  Those buildings other than dwellings allowed in residential 
districts under permitted uses and special uses. 

 
117. “Not-For-Profit.”  An agency or organization or activity operating under the 501c-3 

regulations of the Internal Revenue Service. 
 

118. “Noxious Matter.”  Material which is capable of causing injury or illness to living 
organisms by chemical reaction, or is capable of causing detrimental effects on the health 
or the psychological, social, or economic well-being of human beings. 

 
119. “Nursery.”  An establishment where plants, trees, and shrubs are grown for transplanting, 

budding and grafting, or for sale. 
 

120. “Nursing Home.”  A state-licensed establishment which serves 3 or more persons 
needing nursing care.  Private nursing homes are subject to a State Survey.  Public 
nursing homes are subject to a Federal Survey. 
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121. “Occupied.”  Used, inhabited, or kept for use. 

 
122. “Odor Threshold.”  The concentration of odorous matter in the atmosphere necessary to 

be perceptible to the olfactory nerve of a normal person. 
 

121-A. “Office Buildings.”  A building for the conducting of business, professional, or similar 
activity, other than retail uses, in which individual tenant spaces are accessed from a 
common interior area. 

 
123. “Off-Street Parking.”  Parking spaces located in an area other than a street or public right-

of-way and limited in use to vehicles not exceeding a net weight of 3 tons (2.73 metric 
tons) and parked for periods of less than 48 hours. 

 
122-A. “Opaque Fence.”  A fence, including gates, which obstructs the view of the activities 

behind it from adjoining properties, streets and alleys. 
 
124. “Open Space.”  Part of a parcel which is open to the sky and unobstructed except for 

natural features. 
 
125. “Outdoor Sales Area.”  Any open or partially enclosed premises used or occupied for the 

purpose of buying and selling merchandise or for the storing of same prior to sale. 
 

126. “Outlot.”  A legally subdivided lot separated from a shopping center located along the 
perimeter of a shopping center typically separated from the shopping center parcel by an 
internal access road. (Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 2011) 

 
127. “Parcel.”  Any quantity of land capable of being described with such accuracy that its 

location and boundaries may be established. 
 

128. “Parking Space.”  A paved and imperviously surfaced area designed or used for the 
temporary storage of 1 motor vehicle. 

 
129. “Party Supply Store.”  An establishment which offers goods or services to purchase for 

the use of social gatherings. 
 

130. “Permitted Use.”  Any use which is or may be lawfully established in a particular district 
or districts, provided it conforms with all requirements, regulations, and, when 
applicable, performance standards of this ordinance for the district in which such use is 
located. 

 
131. “Plan Commission.”  The Plan Commission of the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 

 
132. “Principal Structure or Use.”  The main or primary structure or use on a parcel of land as 

distinguished from a secondary or accessory use. 
 

133. “Public Agency.”  Any legally authorized body of the United States of America or the 
State of Illinois which has taxing jurisdiction. 

 
134. “Recreational Vehicle.”  A vehicular type portable structure without permanent 

foundation, which can be towed, hauled or driven and primarily designed as temporary 
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living accommodations for recreational, camping and travel use and including but not 
limited to travel trailers, truck campers, camping trailers and self-propelled motor homes. 

 
135. “Resale Shops.”  An establishment that mainly sells second-hand durable goods that are 

obtained from members of the public by one of the following means:  purchased from the 
original buyer or user, donated or provided through consignment (the process by which a 
seller (consignee) pays the person who owns an item (consignor) a portion of the 
proceeds from the sale.  (Ordinance No.: 4025, November 2, 2009) 

 
136. “Restaurant, Class I.”  A place, other than a boarding house or grocery store, where food 

and alcoholic beverage is provided for compensation, including a dining room, snack bar, 
cafeteria, coffee shop, lunch counter, tavern and/or cocktail lounge; or a place wherein 
prepared and cooked food is dispensed for consumption on or off the premises. 

 
137. “Restaurant, Class II.”  A place located in and being the sole occupant of a detached 

building situated a distance of not less than 30 feet (9.15 meters) from any other building 
in the district, where food, or food and alcoholic beverage, dancing, and musical 
entertainment is provided, including a dining room, snack bar, cafeteria, coffee shop, 
tavern, and/or cocktail lounge; or other establishments wherein prepared and cooked food 
is dispensed for consumption on or off the premises.  However, establishments in 
existence and operating on December 20, 1976, need not comply with such 30 foot (9.15 
meter) requirement to qualify as a Restaurant, Class II. 

 
138. “Retail.”  Sale to the ultimate consumer for direct consumption and not for resale. 

 
139. Reserved. 

 
140. “Rooming House.”  See Lodging House.” 

 
137-A. “Self-Storage Establishments.”  A building consisting of individual, small, self-contained 

units that are leased or owned for the storage of business and household goods. 
 

141. “Service Use.”  Use devoted to repair, maintenance, administration, teaching, or 
enhancement. 

 
142. “Setback.”  Required distance between a structure and a property line. 

 
143. “Shopping Center.”  A group of commercial establishments planned, constructed and 

managed as a total entity, with customer and employee parking provided on-site, 
provision for goods delivery separated from customer access, aesthetic considerations 
and landscaping and signage in accordance with an approved plan. (Ord. No.: 4095, 
February 22, 2011) 

 
144. “Sign.”  A name, identification, description, display, message, or illustration which is 

affixed to, or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure, or piece of land 
so as to be seen from out-of-doors and which directs attention to an object, product, 
place, activity, person, institution, organization, or business.  However, a “Sign” shall not 
include any display of official court or public notices, nor shall it include the flag, 
emblem, or insignia of a nation, political unit, school, or religious group. 
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145. “Sign, Business.”  A sign which directs attention to a profession or business conducted, 
or to a commodity, service, or entertainment sold or offered on the premises which such 
sign is located, or on the building to which such sign is affixed. 

 
146. “Sign Dissolve.”  The change of a static message by means of varying light intensity 

where the first message gradually appears to dissipate and lose legibility simultaneous to 
the gradual appearance and legibility of the subsequent message. (Ord. No.: 4095, 
February 22, 2011) 

 
147. “Sign, Electronic Message.”  A sign that uses changing lights to form a message or 

messages wherein the sequence of messages and the rate of change are electronically 
programmed and may be modified by electronic processes. (Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 
2011) 

 
148. “Sign Face.”  That area of a sign contained in a single plane and facing in one direction.  

In the case of an angular or curvilinear sign, the sign face shall be defined as the 
maximum area visible from any one ground position. 

 
149. “Sign Fade.” The change of a static message by means of varying light intensity where 

the first message gradually reduces in intensity to the point of not being legible and the 
subsequent message gradually increases intensity to the point of legibility. (Ord. No.: 
4095, February 22, 2011) 

 
150. “Sign, Freestanding.”  A sign that is not attached to a building. 

 
151. “Sign, Identification.”  A sign which merely identifies or names the place or structure 

upon which it is located. 
 

152. “Sign, Manual Changeable Copy.”  A sign whereby a message or messages are created 
on a sign face by manually affixing the lettering onto/into the sign face. (Ord. No.: 4095, 
February 22, 2011) 

 
153. “Sign, Monument.”  A freestanding sign which is completely or principally supported by 

an internal structural framework or other solid structural feature typically constructed of 
materials and colors to match the architecture of the principal building located on the lot. 
(Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 2011) 

 
154. “Sign, Off-Site.”  A sign which directs attention to a profession, business, commodity, 

service, or entertainment other than one conducted, sold, or offered on the premises 
where such sign is located, or on the building to which such sign is affixed. 

 
155. “Sign Scroll.”  The change of a message by the apparent vertical movement of the letters 

or graphic elements of the message. (Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 2011) 
 

156. “Sign, Shared-Use.”  A sign which advertises both, a use or business which is conducted 
upon the premises where the sign is located as well as a use or business which is not 
conducted upon the premises.  (Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 2011) 

 
157. “Sign, Temporary.”  A sign intended for a limited period of display. 

 



VILLAGE OF MATTESON ZONING CODE ORDINANCE 159.05 
 

158. “Sign Travel.”  The change of text by the apparent horizontal movement of letters or 
graphic elements of the message. (Ord. No.: 4095, February 22, 2011) 

 
159. “Soldering Shop.”  An establishment where metal surfaces, usually sheet metal, are 

joined together using a soldering process. 
 

160. “Special Use.”  A use that would not be appropriate generally or without restriction 
throughout the zoning division or district, but which, if controlled as to number, area, 
location, or relation to the neighborhood, would promote the public health, safety, 
morals, order, comfort, convenience, appearance, prosperity, or general welfare.  Such 
uses may be permitted in such zoning division or district as special exceptions, if specific 
provisions for such special use are made in this code. 

 
161. “Specialized Congregate Living Facilities.”  Residential facilities for a select population 

such as the elderly or handicapped of condominium, townhouse or apartment living units 
gathered together on one site for semi-independent living with related lifestyle amenities 
including a common dining area. 

 
162. “Stable.”  A structure designed, intended, or used for the keeping of 1 or more horses. 

 
163. “Steady State Vibration.”  A vibration which contains pulses more frequent than 100 per 

minute. 
 

164. Reserved. 
 

165. “Story.”  That portion of a building, other than a cellar, included between the surface of 
any floor and the surface of the floor next above it or, if there be no floor above it, then 
the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it. 

 
166. “Story, Half.”  A space under a sloping roof which has the line of intersection for roof 

decking and wall not more than 3 feet (0.92 meter) above the top floor level, and in 
which space not less than 60% of the floor area is located under a ceiling height of not 
less than 7 feet, 6 inches (2.29 meters). 

 
167. “Street.”  All property dedicated for public roadway, highway, or freeway purposes or 

subject to easement for such purposes. 
 

168. “Street, Arterial.”  Any street designated as an arterial street by the Comprehensive Plan 
of Matteson. 

 
169. “Structural Alteration.”  Any change (other than incidental repairs) or replacement of the 

supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls or partitions, columns, beams, or 
girders, or any substantial change in the roof or in the exterior walls. 

 
170. “Structure.”  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires permanent or 

temporary location on or in the ground, including, but without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing, buildings, advertising signs, billboards, backstops for tennis courts, radio 
and television antennae, including supporting towers, and swimming pools, but not 
including underground tanks for the storage of any type of fuel. 
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171. “Swimming Pool.”  A structure which is a receptacle for water, or an artificial pool of 
water having a depth at any point of more than 2 feet (0.61 meter) and with a capacity of 
more than 1,000 gallons (3,784 liters), or with a water surface area exceeding 250 square 
feet (23.25 square meters), which is used or intended for the purpose of immersion or 
partial immersion therein of human beings, and including all appurtenant equipment, 
constructed, installed, and maintained in or above ground. 

 
172. “Tennis Courts.”  Any temporary or permanent arrangement, grading or surfacing, 

together with the ordinary appurtenance thereto, intended for or used for playing tennis, 
when constructed or maintained in or on a lot, piece, parcel or tract of land.  Only 1 
tennis court shall be considered an accessory use or a use customarily incidental to a 
detached single family dwelling. 

 
173. “Trailer.”  A structure used for living, sleeping, business or storage purposes, having no 

foundation other than wheels, blocks, skids, jacks, horses, or skirtings and which is, has 
been, or reasonably, can be equipped with wheels or other devices for transporting the 
structure from place to place, whether by motor or other means.  The term “Trailer” shall 
include camp car and house car. 

 
174. “Usable Open Space.”  Open space which has slopes of less than 10%, has all dimensions 

a minimum of 20 feet (6.10 meters), is located not less than 20 feet (6.10 meters) from 
any residential wall containing a window, and is easily accessible by all residents 
occupying the same parcel or related parcels. 

 
175. “Use.”  The purpose or activity for which the land, or building therein, is designed, 

arranged, or intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained, and shall include any 
manner of performance of such activity with respect to the performance standards 
contained in this code. 

 
176. “Village.”  The Village of Matteson, Illinois. 

 
177. “Village Board.”  The Board of Trustees of the Village of Matteson, Illinois. 

 
178. “Yard.”  An open space on a lot, which is unoccupied and unobstructed from its lowest 

level to the sky, except as otherwise permitted in this code.  A required “Yard” extends 
along a lot line and at right angles to such line to a depth or width specified in the yard 
regulations for the district in which such lot is located. 

 
179. Reserved. 

 
180. “Yard, Front.”  The area extending across the full width of a lot and lying between the 

front lot line and a line parallel thereto, and having a minimum distance between them 
equal to the required front yard depth as prescribed for each zoning district.  Front yards 
shall be measured by a line at right angles to the front lot line, or by the redial line in the 
case of a curved front lot line.  On corner lots the primary front yard shall be parallel to 
the street frontage which has the least dimension, and the side front yard shall be parallel 
to the other street frontage.  When a lot lies partially within a planned street indicated in 
the Official Comprehensive Plan, and where such street is undedicated but is of the type 
that will afford legal access to such lot, the depth of the front yard shall be measured from 
the contiguous edge of the necessary right-of-way for such planned street. 
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181. “Yard, Rear.”  The area extending across the full width of a lot and lying between the 
rear lot line parallel thereto, and having a minimum distance between them equal to the 
required rear yard depth as prescribed for each zoning district.  Rear yards shall be 
measured by a line at right angles to the rear lot line, or by the redial line in the case of 
curved rear lot line.  On all lots except “through lots”, the rear yard shall be at the 
opposite end of the lot from the front yard.  On corner lots the rear yard shall be 
considered as parallel to, and opposite from, the street frontage which has the least 
dimension. 

 
182. “Yard, Side.”  The area extending along the side of a lot lying between the required front 

yard line, the required rear yard line, the side lot line, and a line parallel to the side lot 
line, and having a minimum distance between the side lot line and the line parallel thereto 
equal to the required side yard depth as prescribed for each zoning district.  Side yards 
shall be measured by a line at right angles to the side lot line, or by the redial line in the 
case of a curved side lot line. 


